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214 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XV. 

Lectures on the Philosophy of Kant and Other Philosophical Lectures and 
Essays. By Henry Sidgwick. London, Macmillan & Co. ; New 
York, The Macmillan Co., 1905. — pp. vii, 475. 

The lectures on Kant, T. H. Green, and Spencer, which make up the 
first and largest part of the present volume, were intended by their author, 
as his friend Professor Ward informs us in a prefatory editorial note, ulti- 
mately to appear as a book on Kant and the Kantian philosophy in 
England. It must always be a matter for regret that Professor Sidgwick 
never lived to complete his projected plan. In the twelve lectures now 
published on the Critique of Pure Reason, we have what, in my own opinion 
at least, is perhaps the most stimulating examination of the Kantian doctrines 
in the English language. 

English students of Kant have for the most part approached him either 
from a generally Hegelian point of view or from that of an uncritical em- 
piricism. Neither attitude is altogether conducive to illuminating criticism. 
The Hegelian account too often tends to substitute for such criticism a kind 
of exposition which readers who have not previously committed themselves 
to Hegelianism may suspect of shirking the really fundamental difficulties, 
while the ordinary empiricist has usually been too wedded to his own 
dogmas to come within reasonable distance of a comprehension of Kant's 
problems. Professor Sidgwick' s peculiar philosophical position protects him 
from both these dangers. He adopts here, as elsewhere, the attitude of a 
critical naturalist who is also a ' natural realist ' but no empiricist in meta- 
physics. From this point of view he is naturally able to criticise with great 
force and felicity the ' idealistic ' or subjectivist element in the Kantian 
doctrine. He makes it, I think, quite clear to an unbiased consideration 
that the kind of arguments by which Kant supposed himself, and is still 
supposed in some idealistic quarters, to have shown the subjective origin 
of the formal element in knowledge, have far less conclusive force, and are 
far more difficult to interpret consistently than is usually recognized. We 
see, in fact, in his subtle discussion, that ' natural realism ' still has a very 
respectable case to present for itself. Personally I should, I think, be in- 
clined to regard the lectures which deal with the ' analytic ' as the best, and 
those which discuss the ' antinomies ' as the weakest part of the course. 
The mathematical antinomies, in particular, cannot be adequately examined 
without an acquaintance with the modern doctrines of infinity 'and continuity 
which Sidgwick apparently did not possess. There is, however, a very 
striking suggested defense of the ' ontological proof in the concluding 
lecture, that on 'Rational Theology,' which merits the careful attention of 
all who are interested in the theological side of philosophy. 

The lectures on Kant and the English philosophers who have exhibited 
the Kantian influence are followed by half a dozen reprinted papers, among 
which one is specially glad to see one on the ' Philosophy of Common 
Sense,' in which Reid receives more adequate recognition than commonly 
falls to his share at the present day. A. E. Taylor. 

McGill University. 



